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Objectors Sail on Golden Rule 





Koster to Get Hearing 


Henry Koster, an ex-prison C.O., was denied a license 
in New York State as an insurance broker on the grounds 
that he was not a “competent and trustworthy person.” 
Koster had applied for C.O. status at the time of the 
Korean war but then been classified I-A. He refused to 
be inducted into the army and received a three-year 
prison sentence. This conviction was the basis of the 
ruling by the Insurance Department. 


The Insurance Department refused to consider the . 


reasons behind the conviction. The lower courts sustained 
the Insurance Department. 

On January 23 the Court of Appeals for New York 
overruled the lower courts and stated that Koster should 
be given a hearing to determine the facts behind the 
conviction. 

The court stated, “If it is determined upon the evi- 
dence that the Selective Service Board believed petitioner 
to be a sincere person, but one whose beliefs did not 
entitle him to conscientious objector status under the 
Congressional act, then denial of his application for a 
license where this is the only evidence of his untrust- 
worthiness would be arbitrary and capricious. On the 
other hand, if it is found that said Board believed him 
to be insincere, then denial of petitioner’s application is 
within the discretion of the Superintendent.” 

Herman Adlerstein of New York City represented 
Koster in court. 





U.S. Women C.O.’s Foreseen 


Sweeping recommendations in a tentative proposal 
for compulsory military courses for women at Penn- 
sylvania State University could cause the first U.S. women 
C.0.’s to seek exemption from military training. 

The University Senate at Penn State is a body of 
faculty administrators and elected representatives. The 
Senate Committee on Educational Policy has issued a 
tentative proposal to establish a School of Military Af- 
fairs and Civilian Defense as an integral part of the Col- 
lege of Liberal Arts. A two-year course combining 
military service and civilian defense would be compulsory 
for both men and women with certain unspecified exemp- 
tions. It is presumed C.O.’s would be exempt, as they 
are under the current compulsory ROTC program. 

Chairman of the committee is H. K. Schilling, Dean 
of the Graduate School. A final report is due before the 
end of the school year. 





CCCO Executive Secretary Joins 
Pacific Protest Voyage 





On February 10th a thirty-foot sailing ketch left the 
harbor of San Pedro, California, headed for the atomic 
testing area in the South Pacific. The ship was making 
the courageous voyage as a nonviolent direct action pro- 
test against the continued testing of nuclear weapons by 
the United States. 


The four crew members were Albert Bigelow, William 
Huntington, George Willoughby, and David Gale. George 
Willoughby, CCCO Executive Secretary; Bigelow; and 
Huntington are members of the Society of Friends. Gale 
is a Presbyterian. 


The Golden Rule had been out about a week when it 
ran into a terrific storm, described by the Coast Guard 
as the worst in 20 years. David Gale became extremely 
sea sick, and a boom broke in the storm. Although they 
were 700 miles out, it was only a third of the way to the 
first stop at the Hawaiian Islands, so the decision was 
made to return. The ship was back at San Pedro Feb- 
ruary 24th. 


As this is being written plans are being made to make 
the necessary repairs and make a second start on the 
voyage. 


Sponsored by CNVAANW 


The voyage is sponsored by the Committee for Non- 
Violent Action Against Nuclear Weapons. The Central 
Committee for C.O.’s has no organizational connection 
with the committee and is not a sponsor of the voyage. 
CCCO has always attempted to remain within its nar- 
rowly defined role of assistance to conscientious objectors. 


After considerable deliberation the CCCO executive 
committee decided that it should grant George Willough- 
by a leave of absence with pay to participate in the pro- 
ject. This was done with the agreement that Lyle Tatum, 
Executive Secretary for the Middle Atlantic Region of 
the American Friends Service Committee and former 
CCCO executive secretary, would devote part time to 
CCCO to assure adequate staff supervision and provide 
the technical counseling necessary to continue the work 
of the CCCO in George Willoughby’s absence. 

Readers of News Notes who have not received in- 
formation on the voyage and would like further details 
should write to CCCO for literature. 
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Briefly Noted 


J. B. Tietz, Los Angeles attorney who specializes in 
Selective Service cases, reports a great deal of activity in 
C.O. cases in the court there on January 27. Tietz rep- 
resented two Molokan C.O.’s, one of whom was acquitted 
and one found guilty. He also represented five J.W.’s 
who were acquitted. The same day, ten J.W.’s were 
given three year sentences. Eight had pleaded guilty pre- 
viously, and two were found guilty. 

* * * 


The Jack Crabiii and Kenneth Hanauer cases were 
combined for argument before the Maryland Court of 
Appeals. The case was argued February 13 by attorneys 
Robert Myers and Oliver Stone. Crabill and Hanauer 
are seeking a court order to allow them to be enrolled 
at the University of Maryland without taking ROTC. 
Both men are conscientious objectors. For further de- 
tails on the case see News Notes, Sept.-Oct., 1957. 

* * * 

One correspondent reports 530 Christmas cards re- 
ceived by a C.O. in prison. 150 of these came from out- 
side of the United States. As usual, the large number of 
cards received proved a good morale booster for the men. 

* * * 

Carl Swartz, Philadelphia C.O. acquitted in Novem- 
ber, has received a new order to report for induction. 
The local board did not reopen his classification to cor- 
rect the errors in procedure which brought about the 
acquittal. It is expected that the order will be cancelled 
since it obviously could not be supported in court. 

* * * 

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology has an- 
nounced that ROTC will be an elective subject instead of 
compulsory starting in the fall of 1958. 

* 


* * 


In “The Deep Six,” a movie about the Navy in World 
War II, Alan Ladd plays a gunnery officer simultaneously 
in conflict with the Japanese and the pacifist principles 
of his Quaker upbringing. The Navy is again proved to 
be a poor place for the expression of pacifist principles. 

* * - * 

The Central Board of C.O.’s in London reports 127 
C.0.’s were given 147 sentences during the last year. 
There were a number of second prosecutions and four 
men sentenced three times. Maximum sentence in Eng- 
land is one year in prison. Frequently men are only fined, 


with ten cases reported of fines being five pounds or less. 
* * * 


Of 200 high school administrators answering a ques- 
tionnaire prepared by Conscription News, 179 said that 
military officers visited their schools to recruit but only 
nine reported visits by speakers opposing military train- 


ing or presenting views differing from that of officers. 
* * * 


The Friends Peace Committee in Philadelphia is look- 
ing for a special assistant for youth work. A C.O. assign- 
ment might be worked out. Anyone interested in further 
details should write the committee at 1520 Race Street, 
Philadelphia 2, Pa. ; 


* * * 


The Associated Press reports that the Marion County 
(Georgia) draft board says it will not call up any more 








FAN MAIL DEPARTMENT 


| want to thank you very much for including 
me on your mailing list for “News Notes” 
While often not entirely in agreement with the 
conclusions drawn — | found the publication 
most interesting, instructive and factual. In non- 
controversial matters | discovered “News Notes” 
to be most accurate — and, often-times, reports 
were had far more quickly than they came 
through official channels. 

It is my suggestion that you continue sending 
“News Notes” to . . . who is very active in pro- 
cessing Conscientious Objectors and has become 
familiar with the magazine by seeing mine 
regularly. As has been the case in the past — | 
am firmly of the opinion that the continuation 
of the magazine to a member of the staff of 
Selective Service, quite unofficially, would be of 
mutual advantage. 


(Excerpt from letter of person retiring from 
Selective Service System.) 




















Appeal Board Members Named 


James P. Ringley and James Van Alen have been 
appointed to the National Selective Service Appeal Board 
(Presidential Appeal Board). Martin V. Coffey, director 
of merchandising of the Philip Carey Manufacturing Co., 
is the holdover member. 

Ringley, named chairman of the board, is General 
Agent for Commonwealth Edison Company in Chicago. 
He was a private in World War I and has been active 
in the top ranks of the American Legion. He has been 
active in the regular Republican organization in Cook 
County for many years. 

Van Alen, a columnist for Griscom Publications, 
was a Lt. Commander in the Navy. His home is in New- 
port, Rhode Island. Although born in Newport, all of 
Van Alen’s education was in England, and he has a de- 
gree from Cambridge. 





men for duty until it is assured they will not be used 
by what it calls a “misguided president” to enforce Su- 


preme Court decisions or Federal Court orders. 
* * * 


Don Reeves, who has been filling the American 
Friends Service Committee staff position in the C.O. Ser- 
vices Program, has resigned to return to farming in 
Nebraska. Don served his two years of alternative civilian 
work with the Service Committee. Finn Hornum has 


now taken the C.O. Services Program assignment. 
* * * 


Pennsylvania law provides penalties for refusing to 
cooperate with civil defense orders, although these pro- 
visions have not been used and are little known. Maxi- 
mum penalties under the law are 90 days imprisonment 
and $200 fine. Conscientious objectors to cooperating 
with civil defense drills have been sent to prison for short 
terms in New York City. 
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No Doctors Drafted 


The special law providing for the drafting of doctors 
expired July 1, 1957. At that time an amendment to the 
regular draft was adopted which gave the President au- 
thority to issue a special draft call for doctors within the 
regular framework of the law if there were not enough 
doctors volunteering to meet military needs. 


The National Service Board for Religious Objectors 
reported on February 12 that they received word from 
Selective Service that “there are now more doctors and 
dentists volunteering for service than the armed forces 
are able to place.” 


Because of the large number of volunteers, Selective 
Service does not expect to call any doctors or dentists 
either this fiscal year or next. If calls should be neces- 
sary, the non-fathers under 26 would be called first, as 
in the regular draft. 


It is thought that the large number of medical volun- 
teers is because the doctors do not wish to risk being 
called into the armed forces after getting established in 
practice. 





U.S. Buys Home 


(Reprinted from The Peacemaker) 


After the Bureau of Internal Revenue seized the home 
of Ray and Jean Olds of Yellow Springs, Ohio, in an at- 
tempt to force them to pay federal income tax, the home 
was advertised for sale to the highest bidder. 


When the bids were supposed to be opened on Jan- 
uary 31, the officials discovered that none had been re- 
ceived, so they proceeded to announce that the home had 
been purchased by the government for the sum of $185. 
This is the amount which internal revenue officers claim 
is owed by the Olds for income taxes plus the cost of 
seizing the property and advertising the sale. 


Mr. and Mrs. Olds had refused to pay the tax because 
of the high portion of the federal budget being spent for 
war. Previously the income tax collector had seized a 
pickup truck used by Ray Olds in the conduct of his con- 
tracting business. The truck, worth about $400, was sold 
for $35. 


Under government regulations the Olds may within 
a year repurchase their home for $185 plus one percent 
interest per month. 








The end of war may be in sight. The draft 
board taps Elvis Presley to be a soldier. If that 
doesn’t make a pacifist out of everybody, noth- 
ing will. 


(Fletcher Knebel, Des Moines Sunday Register, 
22 December 1957.) 




















Johnny Freedom Goes to Jail 


(CCCO is known as an organization which will be interested in 
any man whose conscience has led him into difficulty with the draft 
law. Our interest is not hampered by value judgments on the deci- 
sions of a man who doesn’t happen to agree with the staff or any 
member of the CCCO committee. This approach brings many out 
of the ordinary ideas to us. With his permission, we reprint below 
most of a letter from Johnny Freedom, written from the San Diego 
County Jail, which illustrates the above comments and may be of 
interest to our readers. Editor.) 


Although the above name is unfamiliar to you, | am 
not; as Donald B. Reed and Donn, you will remember, 
I was prosecuted in Albuquerque, N. Mex., last spring. 
After receiving the probation sentence in June, | returned 
to Vermont, worked in the Brattleboro Retreat (mental 
hospital) until November 18; by that time, I was com- 
pletely fed up with being on probation for my religious 
beliefs; I “jumped” probation; a friend and I came west; 
we traveled about a bit, finally settling in Encinitas, town 
of 6,000, 30 miles above San Diego. Last Wednesday, 
having learned I was there, and had permanently adopted 
the name Johnny Freedom, two of Uncle Sam’s FBI 
agents came with a warrant for my arrest. I was work- 
ing; my friend, Joel Dressler, was there; in questioning 
him, they found he too had recently destroyed his draft 
card and renounced his unasked for U.S. citizenship (as 
I have done). They returned soon with a warrant for 
him, and escorted him to this jail. At 7:00 in the eve- 
ning, while sitting in my cabin, a voice called out “Free- 
dom?” and the two agents stepped in; after searching 
me, they escorted me here, where I am being held with- 
out bail. We are now in the same tank, feeling very op- 
timistic, and enjoying ourselves by writing letters of very 
strong opinion, both positive and negative. We are both 
taking an “absolute absolutist” stand: we insist we are 
guilty of no crime although we admit deliberate law- 
breaking), we are citizens only of the world, and not of 
any nation; we belong to no group of any kind, save the 
human race: our religion is simply our own individual 
beliefs. If necessary, in the near future, we will go com- 
pletely limp. We will accept no “legal counsel,” and will 
defend ourselves fully. 


I do not write you, as before, for assistance or advice. 
We do not need this. 


We are not fighting for our freedom (for we have 
that, even in jail), but for the complete freedom of those 
who will come after us; the draft law is a bad law, and 
we will fight it with our perception of moral law, regard- 
less of the consequences. 


Donald Bruce Reed is no longer my name; I have 
changed it permanently, to Johnny Freedom, and this is 
the only name by which I wish to be known. 


Neither of us are connected with nor sympathetic 
with existing “organized” religious thought. We are in- 
dividuals — no more and no less — created so by our 
Creator (for whom there are many names), who gave us 
complete freedom at birth; because of this; we refuse to 
accept any half-freedoms or immoral restrictions which 
the governments of man may attempt to place on us. 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


I PROSECUTIONS 
Sentences not previously reported 
11-25-57 Abraham Y. Borntreger, 1 year and 1 
day (Chicago, Ill.), Judge William J. 
Campbell, refusal of civilian work 
12-2-57 Robert Smith, 2 years (Richmond, Va.) 
Sentence since last issue 
1-20-58 William Prohoff, 6 months, (Fresno, 
Cal.), Judge Gilbert H. Jertberg 
2-10-58 William Kariakin, 3 years, (Los An- 
geles, Cal.), Judge Westover 
Sentence correction from January report 
11-1-57 James Walter, 1 year and 1 day, (Chi- 
cago, Ill.), Judge Julius J. Hoffman, 
refusal to submit to induction previously 
reported as refusal of civilian work 
Acquittal 
1-21-58 Emmet Jerry Magar, (Fresno, Cal.), 
Judge Jertberg 
1-27-58 John Dalmatoff, (Los Angeles, Cal.), 
Judge Westover 
Case Dismissed 
1 - 30-58 Joel Dressler, not carrying draft card 
Revocation of suspended sentence 
1-31-58 Johnny Freedom (Donald Bruce Reed), 
(Albuquerque, N. Mex.), Judge Carl A. 
Hatch 
(All prosecutions for refusal to report for or sub- 
mit to induction unless otherwise noted.) 
Il RELEASED FROM PRISON. 
On Parole 
11-21-57 Joe Mike Ayers 
11-23-57 James J. Tolbert 
12-5-57 Arthur P. Clark 
Good time 
12-19-57 Vern Davidson 
Ill MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 
Allenwood, Pa.—Jonas W. Nolt 
Engelewood, Colo.—Johnny Freedom 
Mill Point, W. Va.—Mose L. Swartzentruber 
Petersburg, Va.—Robert Smith 


Frozen Fund Thawing? 


Congressman Carnahan (Dem., Mo.) introduced a 
bill in the House of Representatives January 9 to release; 
the so-called “frozen fund” to the National Service Board 
for Religious Objectors “for war rehabilitation work, 
refugee relief, and resettlement.” The fund represents 
money paid to the U.S. by employers in lieu of wages to 
conscientious objectors under the 1940 draft law. Most 
of the work done by the C.O.’s was farm labor. The 
amount involved is $1,407,976.96. 

It was understood at the time the arrangements were 
made for this conscript labor that the money would be 
paid to NSBRO for war rehabilitation work. The Con- 
troller General then ruled that the money could not be 
paid out without enabling legislation by Congress. No 
such legislation has succeeded in the past. 

The current bill (H.R. 9882) seems to have better 
possibilities. Selective Service is now recommending 
passage, and the Department of Defense indicates that it 
has no further interest in the matter which means they 
will not block it. 

The bill was referred to the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee and by that committee to the Subcommittee on 
Claims. The Subcommittee has requested reports and 
opinions from all government departments with any pos- 
sible interest in the bill. 

Efforts are being made by NSBRO to have a similar 
bill introduced in the Senate. 

If the money should become available, it will be 
apportioned among the constituent bodies of NSBRO. 
Disbursal will be by the approval of the Director of Se- 
lective Service after consultation with the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Voluntary Foreign Aid. 





Springfield, Mo.—William W. Henry, James 
Walter, Abraham Y. Borntreger 

Terminal Island, Cal—Nick A. Klubnikin, John 
Martinson 

Institution not verified—William Prohoff 

Total number of C.O.’s convicted since 1948 to 

date: 335. (This is a minimum number; J.W.’s and 

Muslims are not included, and we miss a few.) 
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